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generally, happen that he would be'a barbarian. On this
hypothesis the older bearded head, with its wrinkled brow
and grinning mouth, stands for the priest in possession, 'who
would generally be the older man, while the younger beard-
less face would stand for his youthful and vigorous assailant.
Further, Professor Granger proposes to identify the leaves
on the bust as oak leaves, and he points out that one end of
the moustache of the bearded figure, seen in profile, is carved
in the shape of an oak leaf. This observation of Professor
Granger I can confirm, for last summer I examined the cast
of the bust in the Museum of Nottingham in company with
the Curator, Professor Granger, and other friends, and we
all agreed that, whether accidentally or not, the modelling
of the moustache on one side of the face does resemble an
oak leaf.
If Professor Granger's theory is right it would go a long
way to confirm the view which for many years I have held
that the priest of Diana at Nemi, the King of the Wood,
probably personated the god of the oak ;1 for it would be
hardly possible to represent a man as a personification of an
oak more graphically than by plastering oak-leaves on his
body. But a crucial question remains. Are the leaves which
are carved on the bust really oak-leaves ? In order to ascertain
this I submitted three excellent photographs of the bust,
which I received some years ago from my friend Com-
mendatore Boni of the Roman Forum, to Mr. Francis Darwin,
who very kindly examined them himself and also took the
opinion of Mr. R. I. Lynch, the experienced Curator of the
Botanic Garden at Cambridge. The result of their joint
examination of the photographs was communicated to me
by Mr. Darwin in a letter which he allows me to publish. I
should add that I explained to Mr. Darwin the theories
which had been put forward as to the busts and the leaves,
but that he was careful not to mention these theories to Mr.
Lynch, lest the knowledge of them should unconsciously
1 The view was first put forward by     from which I will quote the conclusion
me in The Golden Bough (first edition,     (p. 284):   " On the whole, then, we
1890), i. 369 sq.    It has since been     conclude that at Nemi the King of the
maintained with fuller evidence in my     Wood personated the oak-god Jupiter
Lectures on the Early History of the     and mated with the oak goddess Diana
Kingship^ (London 1905), pp. 281 sqq.t     in the sacred grove."